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Table 1. Ventral and Subcaudal Counts of Sibynophis chinensis. 


Locality 

n 

Ventrals 

Subcaudals 

Ventrals + Subcaudals Material or Reference 

Yichang, Hubei 

1 

182 

53 + 


Type of S. chinensis 

Sichuan 

16 

172-184 

83-119 

258-295 

Chengdu Inst, of Biol, 

Gansu 

2 

179, 184 

25+ ,49+ 


Feng, 1981 

Guizhou 

3 

171-186 

104-114 

285-294 

Chengdu Inst, of Biol. 

>1 

10 

176-185 

90-130 

270-309 

Wu et al., 1985 

Guangxi 

2 

176. 178 

50 + . 112 

288 

Fan. 1931 

Jiangxi 

2 

170. 175 

74+, 81 + 


Chang, 1938 

„ 

2 

179. 180 

108.101 

287,281 

Maslin, 1950 

Fujian 

6 

174-180 

107-125 

287-299 

Chengdu Inst, of Biol. 

Hainan I. 

1 

173 

81 

254 

Chengdu Inst, of Biol. 

„ 

1 

187 

115 

282 

Schmidt, 1925 

Taiwan 

10 

164-179 

110-129 

281-301 

Maki, 1931 


1 

182 

79 + 


Kuntz, 1983 

Vietnam 

1 

165 

107 

272 

Bourret, 1937 

between Kunming 






and Kutsing 

1 

185 

83 

268 

Type of S. grahami 

Yunnan 

2 

188. 194 



Pope, 1935 

91 

1 

195 

93 

288 

Chengdu Inst, of Biol. 

Western Guizhou 

11 

186-208 

80-104 

267-309 

Wu et al., 1985 

Miyi, Sichuan 

7 

189-199 

108-119 

297-314 

Chengdu Inst, of Biol. 

Lugu, Lake Yunnan 3 

196-199 

112-115 

310-312 

Yunnan University 



Table 2. 

Subspecific Differenciation of Sibynophis chinensis . 



Population 

Ventrals 



Subcaudals 



V entrals+Subcaudals 

n — 

range j 

mean 

S. D. 

range 

mean 

s. D. 


range 

mean 

s. D. 

A 

58 164-187 

177.4 

5.09 

81-130 

108.8 

10.93 


254-309 

285.9 

10.78 

B 

15 185-208 

193.3 

6.32 

80-110 

95.8 

8.32 


287-309 

289.5 

12.67 

C 

10 189-199 

194.8 

3.73 

108-119 

113.5 

3.51 


297-314 

309.1 

5.82 


Table 3. Description of Sibynophis chinensis miyiensis, 

ssp nov. 
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CIB 105026 

male 17-17-17 

189 

108 

3-3-3 

9/8(4) 

1 

1 

2 

2+3 


CIB 105027 

» 17-17-17 

194 

110 

3-3-3 

9(4) 

1 

1 

2 

2+2 holotype 

CIB 105028 

” 17-17-17 

192 

119 

3-3-3 

9(4) 

1 

1 

2 

2+2 


CIB 105030 

” 17-17-17 

198 

118 

3-3-3 

9(4) 

1 

1 

2 

2+2 


CIB 105031 

” 17-17-17 

199 

115 

3-3-3 

8(4) 

1 

1 

2 

2+2 


YU 857012 

” 17-17-17 

198 

112 

3-3-3 

9(4) 

1 

1 

2 

2+2 


YU 857013 

” 17-17-17 

199 

113 

3-3-3 

10(6) 

1 

1 

2 

2+1 


YU 857021 

” 17-17-17 

198 

115 

3-3-3 

10(5) 

1 

1 

2 

2+2 


CIB 105025 

female 17-17-17 

190 

56 + 

3-3-3 

9(4) 

1 

1 

2 

2+2 allotype 

CIB 105029 

” 17-17-17 

193 

99+ 

3-3-3 

8(4) 

1 

1 

2 

2+2 
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Chinese species of the genus Sibynophis . 


Figure 1. Head scalation of 

A 



upper: Sibynophis collaris 
lower-. Sibynophis chinensis 
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Figure 3. Distribution of subspecies of Sibynophis chinensis 0 

S, c, chinensis (dotted line) 

S. c, grahami(bhck line) 

S a c, miyiensis , ssp. aov.(black spot) 













































#*nT. 

1 _ chinensis chinensis (Gunther, 1889) 

Ablabes chinensis Gilnther, 1889. Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist., (6)4:220. 

Sibynophis hainanensis Schmidt, 1925. Amer. Mus. Novitates, no, 157 (type lo¬ 
cality. Nodoa, Hainan). 

RRfffcgite(164-187, ¥#177.4), (81-130, ¥#108.8), 

®R^STS*8fcift254-309, ¥^285.9 0 

tn^(MLli), if 'lump), H¥lU), «84fc(fia>, 

^),M(#$> i§¥> s*h, mm, #ft>» $m, Martin, &¥>, m 

stitiii), ^fi'KEPfr, sat, ¥x, #7K, mm. &jiu 

Kill (fulfill, Willi, $Jt, 53^, RR), ■H‘^(tt&), SflvHL @ R ft 

ffPo 

2. M^»yS£zfi7i^lii3E?$Sj6yno.p/jJs chinensis grahami (Boulenger, 1904) 

Polydontophis grahami Boulenger, 1904. Ann, Mag. Nat. Hist., (7)13:132. 

M$tS®(185-208, ¥#193.3), mTmifc&i&WQ-UO, ¥$95.8), M 
tg^MT$tSt£ftl267-309, ¥$289.5„ 

Spfs(M®3, £tt£), AMOS'S 8 ). 

3. fJf2Ejft5 - i6,yno/}/n's chinensis miyiensis Zhao and Kou, ssp. nov, 

MA# A : 

j£R : CIB105027, 3$i4? 7§$880m, 1986¥6lf? RffliftljR. 

M2H: CIB105025, ii#fe ¥lE#l|W]o 

@l||g. 7^Htt(CIB Nos. 105026, 105028, 105030-1? YU Nos. 857012-3, 857021), 1 
-^•fife(CIBl05029) o CIB^^iERP, YU EJIISR&l^&WraiS, # 

Uc2600m? 1985^? ^E'/nlM^o 

ffl<HK(189-199, ¥^l94.8)^MT^fSfc<108-119, ¥#113.5)#Rffi, JR 
P%@T‘$lf:±.?B<297-314, ¥#309.1)#SE^lS—3E#^fi®0 

m±m&, £*j»jrt*^«W3*3E8», 

1 A ±gjfcio, 3-3-4^? MU HIc, &T*& i 9Sb*:WRAft±eSlffi© . 

.S’, collaris 

1B ±@H9, 3-3-35$? £TSfcRAR-b* AMtfc±S#IW . 2 

2 A JRR187IUTj £#¥&S3(KfPflSLL|jS:R#K. S, c. chinensis 

2B Ml85«±? . 3 

3A SfRiiOBlTi 

.AitSfiCli# 5. c. grahami 

3B ^Ti#1081il±, ^¥0jll®Rlll#XSRdtl85lllift 

. c. miyiensis 


• 4 • 











# % 'Sc Sft 


IWHJfcfrSSfe. (1985). 

»#x. trarttiSft. scs), 29 - 44098 I). 

Chang, M. L. Y. Snakes of Lushan (Kiangsi) r collected by R. C. Ching. Contrib . Biol . Z,a&. 
Sci. Soc. China , 11(10):317-344(l936). 

Fan, T. H. Preliminary report of reptiles from Yaoshan, Kwangsi, China. £u//. De/rt. 
£io/. Co/. Sci. Sun Fo/sc« Univ, t ]®. 11(1931). 

Kuntz, R. E. Snakes of Taiwan. US Naval Medical Research Unity Mi.2(1963). 

Maki, M. A Monograph of the Snakes of Japan. Dai-Ichi Shobo, Tokyo (1931). 

Maslin, T. P. Snakes of the Kiukiang-Lushan area, Kiangsi, China. Proc. Calif . Acad . 
Sci. 9 (4) 26(12)>419-466(1950). 

Pope, C. H. The Reptiles of China. Vol. 10 of Nat. Hist, of Cent. Asia, Amer. Mus. Nat. 
Hist.(1935). 

Schmidt, K, P. New reptiles and a new salamander from China. Amer. Mus, Noviiates t Mi. 
157(1925). 

Smith, M. A. Serpentes, vol. 3 of Rept. and Amphib., The Fauna of British India, Ceylon 
and Burma. London. Taylor & Francis, Ltd. (1943). 

A T0XGN0M1C STUDY ON CHINESE SPECIES OF THE GENUS SIBYNOPHIS 

Zhao Ermi 

(Chengdu Institute of Biology , Academic Sinica) 

Abstract 

Three species of Sibynophis were recognized from China. S. collaris is readily 
distinguished from the other two in having ten supralabials with the eighth, which 
is largest, in contact with the single anterior temporal. S, grahami should be a 
synonym of S . chinensis . S. chinensis can be divided into three subspecies. The 
nominate subspecies has less ventrals and more subcaudalsj S . c. grahami , in 
contrast with the former, has more ventrals but less subcaudals. The total number 
of ventrals plus subcaudals is the same in these two subspecies. The third one is 
a new subspecies named as S . c . miyiensis . It has a higher ventral count like the 
grahami and a higher ventrals plus subcaudals count than the former two subspecies. 
Sibynophis chinensis miyiensis Zhao and Kou, $sp. nov. 

TYPES: Holotype: CIB 105027, male ; Miyi County, Sichuan Province, China, 
880nij 1986; by Kang Shaohe. Allotype: CIB 105025, female; the same as the holo¬ 
type. Paratypes: 7 males (CIB Nos. 105026, 105028, 105030-1; YU Nos. 857012-3, 
857021) and 1 female (CIB 105029). The CIB number series the same as the holo- 
type. The YU number series collected from Lugu Lake, Sichuan-Yunnan border, 
2600m ; 1985; by Kou Zhitong. 

DIAGNOSIS: This new subspecies differs from the other two subspecies in 
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having higher ventrals plus subcaudals count. It differs from S . c. chinensis in 
having more ventrals and from S, c. grahami in having more subcaudals. 

DISTRIBUTION: Known from the type locality: Miyi County, southwestern 
Sichuan and on the shore of Lugu Lake, which constitutes part of the border be¬ 
tween Sichuan and Yunnan. 


This article was read by the author at the annual meetings of ASIH held at Albany 
21-25 June, 1987. 
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